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US Transportation Decarbonization

‘ Emily McCulloch
@ %, Head of Claims (Americas)

Earlier this month the Biden Administration released the US
National Blueprint for Transportation Decarbonization which sets
out a comprehensive strategy to reach net-zero emissions by
2050. According to the Executive Summary, the transportation
sector as a whole (land, air and sea) contributes one-third of
all greenhouse gas emissions in the US and is therefore the
largest contributor. Whilst the maritime sector’s share of
current transport emissions according to the report is only
3%, it is considered that a number of approaches are required
to achieve significant decarbonization

According to the USCG Maritime Information Exchange 2021, there are 38,000 commercial vessels (tugs, cargo vessels
and ferries) that operate in the US coasts and inland waterways. It is estimated that half of US marine carbon emissions
come from international shipping (including from bunkers stemmed in the US), 30% from domestic shipping and the
remaining 20% from recreational vessels. Given these complexities, the Blueprint anticipates the need for continued
cooperation with other governments as well as the IMO whose own decarbonization strategy aims at reaching zero
emissions by 2050.

© 2023 West of England



tel:+44%207795%20116602
tel:+44%207795%20116602
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://neptune.westpandi.net/
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/ukraine-crisis
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=lossprevention_2&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=sanctions&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=bulletin
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=guide
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=report
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=brochure
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=p_iguidelines
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/north-korea
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/syria
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/russia
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/iran
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/cuba
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/venezuela
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/notice-to-members
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/waypoints-magazine
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services/letters-of-indemnity
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/prc-pollution-regulations
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/mutual
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/fixed
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/defence
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/hull
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/charterers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/offshore-renewable-energy
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/war
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/towage-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/deck-cargo-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-cargo-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/derivation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-crew-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/specialist-operations-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/crew-familiarisation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-contractual-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/third-party-shipmanagers-mlc-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/other-facilities/piracy-kidnap-and-ransom-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/cyber-security
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/delay-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/qwest
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners
https://www.westpandi.com/Loss-Prevention
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/financial/
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/board-of-directors
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/governance
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/150th-anniversary
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/about-neptune
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/press-enquiries
https://www.westpandi.com/careers
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/esg
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/charities
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services
https://www.westpandi.com/products/other-facilities/bills-of-lading
https://www.westpandi.com/Contacts
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://neptune.westpandi.net/
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/News/
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-01/the-us-national-blueprint-for-transportation-decarbonization.pdf
https://www.westpandi.com/htmltopdf/?path=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.westpandi.com%252FNews-and-Resources%252FNews%252FJanuary-2023%252FUS-Transportation-Decarbonization%252F%253FprintPdf%253Dtrue
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://www.westpandi.com/careers/
https://www.westpandi.com/employers-liability-register/
https://www.westpandi.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/disclaimer/
https://www.westpandi.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/complaints/
https://www.westpandi.com/modern-slavery-statement/
https://twitter.com/westpandi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westpandi
https://www.westpandi.com/cookie-policy/

In summary, the Blueprint sets out the following targets:

- The impact on shipowners/operators: - A need for innovation:

Supporting the Industry Roadmap for Zero-Emissions Investments in R&D focusing on, for example:
Shipping Mission, released in April 2022, which states that

by 2030: = Sustainable liquid and gaseous fuels

= Electric vessels
(1) at least 5% of the global deep-sea fleet measured by

fuel consumption is to be made of ships capable of
running on zero-emission fuels (More details on how the = Renewable energy
5% target can be reached are available by the Global
Maritime Forum),

= Energy efficiency and hybridization

= Exhaust treatment and carbon capture

(2) at least 200 of these ships are to primarily use these * A call for all stakeholder collaboration:

fuels across the main deep sea shipping routes and . . " »
Collaboration and regulation within the maritime sector

which extends to shipowners, operators, ports, terminals
and energy sources along with investment in infrastructure
to upgrade and improve facilities.

(3) 10 large trade ports covering at least three continents
are to supply zero-emission fuels.

The Blueprint is aimed not only at guiding federal agencies in future policy making but also to send a strong message to
state governments and the transportation industry across the US. It is thought that more detailed guides will follow.
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https://explore.mission-innovation.net/mission/zero-emissions-shipping/
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/news/five-percent-zero-emission-fuels-by-2030-needed-for-paris-aligned-shipping-decarbonization

