
The Club has been made aware lately of instances whereby
some crew members operating on board our Members vessels
have been in possession of false and fraudulent certification,
potentially resulting in vessels being operated by crew
members who aren’t duly qualified for the role on board.  

Recently, during a port state control inspection, local inspectors boarded the Member’s vessel, a VLCC, and through the
process of reviewing the crews’ certification required under STCW, discovered that the Master of the vessel was in fact
not qualified to operate in his role and had in his possession fraudulent documentation. This posed a severe risk to the
safe and compliant operation of the ship. It also meant the immediate threat of detainment by the Port State Authority
which can have a severe legal and financial implication.

Members are advised to be vigilant and exercise proper due diligence when checking through the certification of seafarers
they are employing. Members should verify where certification has been issued and consult the flag states during the
vetting period for new joining crew members to confirm that they are in possession of genuine certification that is in date. A
check with the relevant Flag state to understand what training centres have been approved to provide official training that
is necessary to be in receipt of the STCW certification.  

Loss Prevention  26 Jul, 2024

STCW Fraudulent Certification

Marcus Winchester
Loss Prevention Officer

© 2026 West of England1 of 1

tel:+44%207795%20116602
tel:+44%207795%20116602
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us/About-Neptune
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/ukraine-crisis
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=lossprevention_2&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=sanctions&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=bulletin
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=guide
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=report
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=brochure
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=p_iguidelines
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/burma-myanmar
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/cuba
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/iran
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/north-korea
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/russia
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/syria
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/venezuela
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/notice-to-members
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/waypoints-magazine
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/shipping-and-the-environment
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services/letters-of-indemnity
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/in-a-nutshell-defence-guides
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/pollution-guides
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/trading-to-the-usa
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/mutual
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/fixed
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/defence
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/hull
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/charterers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/offshore-renewable-energy
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/war
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/piracy-protection
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/towage-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/deck-cargo-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-cargo-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/derivation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-crew-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/specialist-operations-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/crew-familiarisation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-contractual-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/third-party-shipmanagers-mlc-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/other-facilities/piracy-kidnap-and-ransom-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/partners/cyber-security
https://www.westpandi.com/products/partners/delay-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/partners/qwest
https://www.westpandi.com/products/partners
https://www.westpandi.com/Loss-Prevention
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/financial/
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/board-of-directors
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/governance
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/150th-anniversary
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/about-neptune
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/press-enquiries
https://www.westpandi.com/careers
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/sustainability
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/charities
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/bills-of-lading
https://www.westpandi.com/Contacts
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us/About-Neptune
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/News/
https://www.westpandi.com/Kentico.PageBuilder/Forms/MVCApp.Widgets.ArticleSummary/HtmlToPdf/Index/?path=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.westpandi.com%252Fen-gb%252Fnews-and-resources%252Fnews%252Fjuly-2024%252Fstcw-fraudulent-certification%252F%253FprintPdf%253Dtrue
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/Resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/Coronavirus-Outbreak/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/Sanctions/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://www.westpandi.com/Careers/
https://www.westpandi.com/Employers-liability-register/
https://www.westpandi.com/Privacy-and-professional-secrecy-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/Disclaimer/
https://www.westpandi.com/Cookie-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/Complaints/
https://www.westpandi.com/Modern-Slavery-Statement/
https://twitter.com/westpandi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westpandi
https://www.youtube.com/@WestPI

