
October 2015

Notices to Members

No. 11 2015/2016 - Electronic (Paperless) Trading
Systems - Bolero International Ltd, essDOCS
Exchange Ltd and e-title

© 2023 West of England1 of 2

tel:+44%207795%20116602
tel:+44%207795%20116602
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://neptune.westpandi.net/
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/ukraine-crisis
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=lossprevention_2&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news?topics=sanctions&years=all&page=1&locale=undefined&pagesize=10
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/news
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=bulletin
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=guide
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=report
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=brochure
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources?types=p_iguidelines
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/north-korea
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/syria
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/russia
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/iran
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/cuba
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/venezuela
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/notice-to-members
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/waypoints-magazine
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/videos
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services/letters-of-indemnity
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/prc-pollution-regulations
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/Products
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/mutual
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/fixed
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/defence
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/hull
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/charterers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/offshore-renewable-energy
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers/war
https://www.westpandi.com/products/standard-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/towage-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/deck-cargo-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-cargo-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/derivation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-crew-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/specialist-operations-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/crew-familiarisation-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/extended-contractual-liability-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers/third-party-shipmanagers-mlc-cover
https://www.westpandi.com/products/other-facilities/piracy-kidnap-and-ransom-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/extended-covers
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/cyber-security
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/delay-insurance
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners/qwest
https://www.westpandi.com/products/west-partners
https://www.westpandi.com/Loss-Prevention
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/About-us
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/financial/
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/board-of-directors
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/governance
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/150th-anniversary
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/about-neptune
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/press-enquiries
https://www.westpandi.com/careers
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/esg
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/charities
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/claims-services
https://www.westpandi.com/products/other-facilities/bills-of-lading
https://www.westpandi.com/Contacts
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://neptune.westpandi.net/
https://westnet.westpandi.net/
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/News-and-Resources/Notice-to-Members/
https://www.westpandi.com/htmltopdf/?path=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.westpandi.com%252Fen-gb%252Fnews-and-resources%252Fnotice-to-members%252F2015-2016%252Fnotice-to-members-no-11-20152016%252F%253FprintPdf%253Dtrue
https://www.westpandi.com/
https://www.westpandi.com/about-us/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/sanctions/
https://www.westpandi.com/news-and-resources/
https://www.westpandi.com/vessels/
https://www.westpandi.com/correspondents/
https://www.westpandi.com/careers/
https://www.westpandi.com/employers-liability-register/
https://www.westpandi.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/disclaimer/
https://www.westpandi.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.westpandi.com/complaints/
https://www.westpandi.com/modern-slavery-statement/
https://twitter.com/westpandi
https://www.linkedin.com/company/westpandi
https://www.westpandi.com/cookie-policy/


Dear Sirs, 

Electronic (Paperless) Trading Systems - Bolero International Ltd,  essDOCS Exchange Ltd and e-title 

This circular informs Members of the approval by the International Group of P&I Clubs (the Group) of the e-title electronic
trading system.  Members will recall, as reported in our Notice to Members No. 3 2013/2014 – Electronic (Paperless)
Trading Systems – Bolero International Ltd and Electronic Shipping Solutions, that until February 2010 the Rules of all of
the Group Clubs specifically excluded liabilities in respect of the carriage of cargo under all electronic, i.e. paperless,
trading systems to the extent that the liabilities under such systems would not have arisen under a ‘normal’ paper system
i.e. one using transferable paper documentation. 

From 20 February 2010 liabilities arising in respect of the carriage of cargo under such systems were covered provided
that the system had first been approved by the Group. The first two systems approved by the Group were those
administered by Electronic Shipping Solutions now known as EssDOCS Exchange Ltd (more specifically the version
referred to as DSUA 2013.1) and by Bolero International Ltd (more specifically the Rulebook/Operating procedures
September 1999.) Both those two systems continue to be approved. In addition the e-title system can now be added to the
list of approved electronic i.e. paperless systems. 

The e-title system is designed to provide an electronic portal or envelope which facilitates electronic trading both in
respect of Bills of Lading and waybills, which are transmitted in electronic form through the e-title portal, removing the
need for a paper Bill of Lading. Further details can be found on the company’s website.  The legal documentation
associated with the use and operation of the e-title system is the Electronic Title User Agreement (version 1.2).  This
documentation has been extensively reviewed by the Group.  

Exclusions of cover under Group Club Rules relating to the carriage of cargo will of course continue to apply in respect of
essDOCS, Bolero and e-title in the same way as for paper systems. These exclusions include discharge at a port or place
other than the port or place provided for in the contract of carriage, the issue / creation of an ante or post-dated electronic
document / record, and the delivery of cargo without the production of the negotiable electronic document / record, which
in the case of an approved electronic trading system will mean delivery of cargo other than in accordance with the rules of
that trading system. 

As with previous electronic systems, it would be helpful to the Group, in monitoring the use and development of these
three systems, if Members who are using any of them would advise the Club of any benefits or difficulties which they
encounter, legal or practical, in the operation of the systems. 

In light of the approval of the e-title system the Group has issued some amended FAQs. These have been incorporated
into an updated Claims Guide on electronic bills of lading issued by the Club which can be found via the following link:

Claims Guides: Paperless trading - electronic bills of lading

All Clubs in the Group have issued a similar Circular. 

Yours faithfully
For:        West of England Insurance Services (Luxembourg) S.A.
                (As Managers)

 

A Paulson
Director
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