
Regulation 3Exceptions and Exemptions

General

1 Regulations of this Annex shall not apply to: 

.1 any emission necessary for the purpose of securing the safety of a ship or saving life at sea; 
or

.2 any emission resulting from damage to a ship or its equipment: 

.2.1 provided that all reasonable precautions have been taken after the occurrence of the 
damage or discovery of the emission for the purpose of preventing or minimizing the 
emission; and 

.2.2 except if the owner or the master acted either with intent to cause damage, or 
recklessly and with knowledge that damage would probably result.

Trials for Ship Emission Reduction and Control Technology Research 

2 The Administration of a Party may, in co-operation with other Administrations as appropriate, issue 
an exemption from specific provisions of this Annex for a ship to conduct trials for the development of 
ship emission reduction and control technologies and engine design programmes. Such an exemption 
shall only be provided if the applications of specific provisions of the Annex or the revised NOx

Technical Code 2008 could impede research into the development of such technologies or 
programmes. A permit for such an exemption shall only be provided to the minimum number of ships 
necessary and be subject to the following provisions: 

.1 for marine diesel engines with a per cylinder displacement up to 30 litres, the duration of the 
sea trial shall not exceed 18 months. If additional time is required, a permitting Administration or 
Administrations may permit a renewal for one additional 18-month period; or 

.2 for marine diesel engines with a per cylinder displacement at or above 30 litres, the duration 
of the ship trial shall not exceed 5 years and shall require a progress review by the permitting 
Administration or Administrations at each intermediate survey. A permit may be withdrawn 
based on this review if the testing has not adhered to the conditions of the permit or if it is 
determined that the technology or programme is not likely to produce effective results in the 
reduction and control of ship emissions. If the reviewing Administration or Administrations 
determine that additional time is required to conduct a test of a particular technology or 
programme, a permit may be renewed for an additional time period not to exceed five years. 

Emissions from Sea-bed Mineral Activities

3.1 Emissions directly arising from the exploration, exploitation and associated offshore processing 
of sea-bed mineral resources are, consistent with article 2(3)(b)(ii) of the present Convention, exempt 
from the provisions of this Annex. Such emissions include the following:



.1 emissions resulting from the incineration of substances that are solely and directly the result 
of exploration, exploitation and associated offshore processing of sea-bed mineral resources, 
including but not limited to the flaring of hydrocarbons and the burning of cuttings, muds, and/or 
stimulation fluids during well completion and testing operations, and flaring arising from upset 
conditions; 

.2 the release of gases and volatile compounds entrained in drilling fluids and cuttings; 

.3 emissions associated solely and directly with the treatment, handling, or storage of sea-bed 
minerals; and 

.4 emissions from marine diesel engines that are solely dedicated to the exploration, 
exploitation and associated offshore processing of sea-bed mineral resources.

3.2 The requirements of regulation 18 of this Annex shall not apply to the use of hydrocarbons that 
are produced and subsequently used on site as fuel, when approved by the Administration.




